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Set your own pace
in the Real North

Imagine having just one vacation desti-
nation that provides you and your family 
the opportunity to experience the quaint-
ness and amenities of  a bustling harbor 
town, and the rustic adventures of  the 
traditional up north experience without 
the crowds. Marinette County, located 
just north of  Green Bay, Wisconsin, is 
that very destination. While other resort 
communities and vacation destinations in 
Northern Wisconsin and the Door Pen-
insula have become congested, Marinette 
County’s expansive size, abundant public 
lands, and two distinct traffi c corridors 
provide visitors with the feeling of  solitude 
that was once an adored quality of  other 
destinations.  

Visitors who travel along US 41 will fi nd 
themselves in Peshtigo and Marinette, the 
primary commercial hubs of  Marinette 
County. Peshtigo, located on the Peshtigo 
River, is most known for the worst forest 
fi re disaster in American history. The fi re, 
which occurred on the same day as the 
Great Chicago Fire, claimed the lives of  
800 residents and leveled the community. 
Today, the Peshtigo Fire Museum is a pop-
ular destination for visitors. This friendly 
and industrious community is also home 
to the Peshtigo Harbor Wildlife Area, and 
the Peshtigo River Water Trail, an 11-mile 
paddle that takes you on the same wind-
ing path of  early explorers. The scenic and 
peaceful trail ends at the river’s mouth in 
the bay of  Green Bay.   

Marinette, the largest city in Marinette 
County, is the last Wisconsin city travelers 
reach before heading over the Menominee 
River into Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
With the abundance of  activities, lodging 
and restaurants, this picturesque waterfront 
community is the perfect place to spend 
a night, or an entire week. Visitors and 
residents alike enjoy The Sunset Concert 
Series on Tuesday evenings from June 
through August. “Art for All,” a juried art 
show and sale is held the fourth Saturday 
of  June at the Menominee Marina Park 
in Menominee, Michigan. Sail and power 
boaters on Green Bay will fi nd the marina 
very accommodating with plenty of  tran-
sient slips, friendly staff  and family friendly 
amenities. But best of  all, the marina is 
within walking distance of  downtown 
stores, antique shops, art galleries and 
restaurants.  

Marinette, Peshtigo and other com-
munities throughout the county have 
well-developed hiking, walking and biking 

trails. Many trails are developed along old 
logging roads and wildlife openings, which 
are closed to vehicular travel; they were 
developed specifi cally to provide a serene 
area to hike, observe nature and wildlife.   

A summer highlight is the Annual Por-
terfi eld Country Music Festival, which will 
be held June 13-21 at Green Acres Camp-
ground, just six miles west of  Marinette on 
Hwy. 64. The festival is in its 27th year and 
features national headliners on the main 
stage, with regional and local talent at the 
pavilion. 

Along highway 141, visitors fi nd an array 
of  small towns and villages, and county 
roads leading to state parks, forests and 
campgrounds. Waterfalls are also bounti-
ful in this part of  Wisconsin. Marinette 
County is known as the Waterfall Capital 
of  Wisconsin and this side of  the county 
is where the majority of  falls are found. 
With 14 waterfalls, this area truly is nature-
lover’s dream. Found among tree-lined 
pathways, each has a decisively different 
look and feel. Whether located in remote 
areas or contained within a public park, 
the cascading waters of  Marinette County 
are an awe-inspiring tribute to the power 
of  Mother Nature. Photographers trying 
to decide which waterfalls to visit need not 
make a choice, since a complete tour of  
all 14 can be accomplished in a mere two 
days.  

Crivitz, Dunbar, Pembine and Coleman 
are favorite destinations for ATV enthu-
siasts. Riders can explore more than 230 
miles of  well-maintained trails. Steep hills 
and hairpin curves keep the excitement 
high, while breathtaking views and scenic 
vistas are the reward found around every 
corner for those with a sense of  adventure. 
The majority of  the trail system can be 
accessed year-round, except for the month 
of  April, when spring weather creates dif-
fi cult conditions. Otherwise, riders witness 
the changing, four-season landscape from 
the seat of  their ATV.

Athelstane and Silver Cliff  are towns for 
whitewater rafting. Whitewater rafting is 
an unparalleled adrenaline rush that gushes 
through the veins of  adventure seekers 
who navigate the Peshtigo and Menominee 
rivers in Marinette County. Every torrent 
of  water, every stroke of  the paddle, every 
turn of  the river reveals a new test of  
determination and leaves every member of  
the crew with a story to tell that is uniquely 
their own.
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